) 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/18 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600230574-0 


CLASS! RMTOON 

centQ II 

FMFOWMATION FROM 

FOREIGN DOCUMENTS RADIO BROADCASTS CD NO. 


..EPQRT 


COUNTRY 

SUBJECT 


C*( oho0la?'ald.& 

Econetaic - Rationing and consumer goods 


DATE OF 


HOW 

PUBLISHED Daily newspapers 


WHERE 

PUBLISHED Prague 


INFORMATION 19*9 
DATE 0IST. Jun 19*9 

NO. Of PAGES 2 


DATE 

PUBLISHED 10 - 13 Apr 19*9 


LANGUAGE Czech 


SUPPLEMENT TO 
REPORT NO. 



THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


SOURCE 


CKe©hoslcvak newspapers as Indicated. 



STAT 


I 


MORE GOODS AVAILABLE 



MBE MARKET KXPAHDS — Rede Fravo, Ho 05/ 10 Apr *9 

Me L. Jankers ora, Minister of Food, and F. Xrajoir, Minister of Trade, 
recently answered eoreral questions far the editor of Rude Pravo . F. Krajclr 
said that from 6 January 19*9 to 25 March 19*9 textiles to the value of 2,102,000,000 
crovne had been placed on the controlled market, while 95$ Billion crowns * worth 
of goods of the same quality had been released for the free market . This dose not 
include the tax on goods on the free market; therefore, about 30 percent of the 
textiles delivered to market have been sold on the free market. The turnover of 
these goods Is accelerating. 

The Minister said that the supply of bed xlnen for hone use was increasing, 
although it is still a difficult matter. A large part of production is consumed 
by hospitals and other public institutions. The distribution of bed linen is 
therefore limited to certain stores, and purchases may be made only with ration 
tickets. This situation will improve as production increases. 

The consumption of textiles now equals that of 1938, as measured in kilograms 
of jam. The average per -capita consumption is 6 kilograms per year, although 
before the war a large proportion of the population had considerably less . The 
average prewar consumption of ahoej was 3** pairs; last year it reached 3.28 pairs. 

The free market is the standard market for all consumers, without discrimina- 
tion. Workers, hjwever, receive special advantages in that they may buy goods for 
lower prices with ration tickets. Goods in sufficient supply, on the other 
are sold to all on the free market. 

More that 80 percent of all consumers have & clothing ration book, which en- 
ables the* to save on more expensive Items. Consumers, primarily, seek quality on 
the rationed market, while they buy cheap goods on the free market. Therefore, 

■ore expensive goods remain unsold on the free market . 
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Mote J&nkorcLva e&ld that interest in the free food market was great . Moat 
pustcmers are workers, the turnover is increasing, and the *upply of goods on 
the market Is considerable . There sure now more tten; 4C0 outlets for the free 
food market ; this number will be increased, especially In Slofrakla. A nev dis- 
tribution BTStem yl 11 be Introduced to provide workere with butter directly 
through their factories We will be satisfied when the queues disappear . 

The quantity and selection of foods on the free market is constantly on 
the increase. The first objects eold were dates, nuts, orange rind, canned 
fowl, Hungarian sausage, sandwiches, and lettuce. Smoked manta, figs, and other 
items will soon be available. 


STAT 


I 


^rioes on the free market are variable, and vi 11 go down as production in* 
creases. Butter is now down from 450 crowns to 400 crowns per kilo^im. Large 
eggs were 12 crowns, and are now 10 crowns. Beginning 11 April 1949 they will be 
B crown*. Smaller eggs, which bad been reduced from 10 to 8 or owns, will also go 
down to 6 crown* on 11 April; 

Th® free snrket will be expanded as production of goods increases. The goal 
i# a completely free mrket. 

8 PKCXAX, COTffiB HATIOte -- Zwsedelska Hot lay, Ho 87 , 13 Apr 49 

la April or May, children under 12 years will receive a special ration of 
one -ha If kilogram of oranges. 


Pruoe, Vo 89 , 1? Apr 49 

I a April or May, all consumers will receive 100 grams of lemons. 

POTATOES MOST BE BOUGHT EAELT — Praoe, Vo 85, 10 Apr 49 

Otionmerm who draw potato rations most take their 6-kilogram ration for 
Nay by the end of April or their ration will expire. 
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